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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


THE  GAEDEIT  CAlE|^]UR 

A  radio  discussion  iDy  W.  R.  Beattie,  ^Bureau  of  Plant 
in  tlio  Department  of  Agriculture  period  of  the  Hati  onal 
"broadco/st  by  a  network  of  50  associate  NBC  radio  stations, 


Thanlc  you  Mr.  Salisbury  and  hello  fo^rm  and  home  folks.  I  presume  that 
at  this  very,  minute,  many  of  you  are  seated  at  your  dinner  tables  with  the 
tempting  aroma  of  baked  home- cured  ham  and  fresh  snap  beans  or  cabbage  from 
your  gardens  filling  the  atmosphere.  Bade  in  my  farming  days  there  was  usually 
about  ho.lf  of  an  hour  just  before  the  dinner  bell  rang  that  was  the  longest  part 
of  the  day  for  mo.  Then  would  come  the  welcome  clang  of  that  old  dinner  boll, 
the  unhitching  of  the  team  from  the  plou^  op  the  corn  cultivator,  the  side 
trip  to  the  spring  and  .the  watering  trough  and  while  the  horses  wore  drinking  ' 
their  fill  of  water  from  the  tron^  there  was  a  cooling  draught  of  pure,  cold 
water  from  the  spring  for  mo.  Then  to  the  barn  and  dinner  for  the  team  and 
after  a  short  period  of  rest  for  mo  the  family  gathered  aground  the  groat  dinner 
table  that  was  loaded  with  good  things  to  cat  aud  the  most  of  it  was  gro\7n  on 
the  fa.m. 


The  neighbors  gave  my  father  credit  with  being  a  good  provider,  but 
I  alwaj^s  thou^t  that  it  was  my  mother  who  did  most  of  the  providing.  It 
was  she  who  planned  for  the  food  supply  and  who  was  alwa^^^s  looking  forward  to 
having  plenty  for  the  family  and  for  all  those  who  came  to  share  with  us  for 
it  was  an  established  rule  that  no  one  should  go  away  from  cur  house  hungry''. 

It  was  iiiy  mother  who  diplomatically  suggested  that  a  new  planting  of  beans  or  ^ 

sweet  corn  be  made,  that  the  early  potatoes  bo  dug  and  turnips  planted  in  their 
place,  that  the  late  potatoes  needed  cultivating  and  the  strawberry  bed  required  a 
good  renovation. 


Tilings  have  changed  mistily  on  farms  since  I  was  a  boy,  in  fact  our 
whole  system  of  living  has  changed  and  I  sometimes  wonder  if,  after  all,  they 
have  changed  for  the  better.  If  we  could  retain  the  real  improvements  and 
the  labor  saving  features  but  go  back  to  the  system  in  vO;guo  some  fifty  years  ago 
of  producing  practically  our  entire  living  on  the  farm  I  think  we  would  all  be 
better  off.  Back  to  the  days  of  full  smokehouses  and  storage  cellars,  and  mth 
that  thout'^t  in  mind  I  want  to  turn  your  attention  for  tv/o  or  three  minutes  to 
the  matter  of  your  plan  for  a  full  dinner  table  in  1935.  I’m  leaving  the  ques¬ 
tions  of  home-cured  meats,  poultry  and  dairy  supplies  to  m;^/-  associoAcs  on  the 
Farm  ajid  Home  Hour  who  cover  those  lines  of  production,  lly  line  is  fruits  and 
vegetables  and  I  am  interested  in  helping  you  with  your  plau  to  provide  plenty 
of  good,  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  for  your  home  dinner  tables. 


No  doubt  many  of  you  enjoyed  your  homc-grc.Tn  strawberries  this  sca,son 
but  rii<^t  now  is  the  time  to  look  after  the  strawberry  pa.tch  and  get  it  in 
shape  to  produce  a  crop  next  year.  Tliosc  of  you  who  grow  the  cverbeaning 
strawberries  should  rsmembor  that  the  buds  rhich  produce  the  fall  crop  one 
formed  during  July  and  that  those  buds  will  not  form  unless  the  plants  arc 
kept  in  a-  vigorous  growing  condition.  The  energy  which  produces  the  tender 
shoots  of  asparagus  and  the  brittle  stalks  of  rhubanb  is  stored  in  the  roots 
of  those  plants  daring  the  summer  months  and  clean  cultivation  and  fertilizing 
anc  ncccssany  in  order  tha-t  the  plants  may  lay  up  reserve  energy.  In  this 

(over) 


connection  it  is  important  that  the  aspo.ra^G  plants  he  protected  from  the 
o-sparo^'^is  hectic  hy^  cither  spro^/ing  or  dnsting  them  at  frequent  intervals  v/ith  r 
some  arsenical  po-ison>  -•  .  ••  • 

Ri^t  now  is  the  time  for  you  to  he  mald.ng  your  plans  for  next 
year’s  garden,  to  set  aside  an  extra  piece  of  land,  to  grow  some  soil  improving 
crop  upon  it  or  better  still  to  give  it  a  hea\y  dressing  with. well  rotted 
manure  to  add  humus.. and  enrich  the  soil.  Many  of  our  gardening  failures  arc 
due  to  orir  failure  to'  properly  prepare  the  soil.  The  great  problem  that  con¬ 
fronts  most  of  us 'is  that  of  moisture  control,  and  you  simply  can  not  control 
the  soil  moisture  wi.thout  plenty  of  humus  or  organic  matter  in  the  soil.  Plant 
some  cover  crop  on  the  land  where  you  expect  to  hove  your  mohn  plantings  of 
sweet  corn  .and  potatoes i next  yccjr,  that  isuf  7^  live  in  the  regions  which 
norma,! ly  have  natural .  rainf -all ,  hut  if  you  live  out  in  the  region  whore  the 
rainfadl  is  normally  li^t  summer  fallowing  and  conserving  the  moisture  is 
the  host  plan  to  follow. 

There  is  another  matter  that  we  should  not  overlook  and  that  is  the 
saving  of  choice  garden  seeds.  Of  course  most  of  us  will  go  to  the  seeds¬ 
men  for  the  great cr-'part  of  our  garden  seeds  hut  you  ma.y  have  some  extra  fine 
toma,toes  for  example  and  so  it  may  pay  you  to  select  a  dozen  or  so  of  the 
choicest  fruits,  let  them  get  full  ripe  then  cut  through  the  center  of  cach 
fruit  and  squeeze  the  seeds  .and  pulp  into  a  ja,r  and  let  them  stand  12  to  25 
hours  in  their  ovm  juice  to  slif'^itly  ferment.  Then  you  can  easily  wanh  the 
seeds  by  running  several  changes  of  water  over  then.  The  imlp  will  a,ll  float 
off  and  the  seeds  settle  to  the  bottom  then  drain  off  the  waiter  and  sprca.d 
the  seeds  on  a  piece  of  cheesecloth  or  thin  maslin  and  dry  them  in  the  shade 
hut  where  they  will  get  plenty  of  adr.  Seeds  of  choice  melons,  cucui.ihors,  squasher, 
snap  beans,  lima  beans,  sweei  corn  and  many  other  vegetables  may  he  sa.ved  a.t  h^mc 
and  this  will  he  another  start  toward  a  good  garden  and  a  full  dinner  taJblc  next 
season. 


•I 


